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Medical Officer of Health and Analyst for Dublin; Govermnent 
Analyst in Criminal Cases. 
FROM time to time persons of various ranks in life consult me in 
cases of supposed, or rather assumed, poisoning, of which they are, 
as they assert, the victims. Being public analyst for several arge 
towns and many counties, my name has become known to the lower 
classes in those places, and this accounts for the fact that amongst 
my clientice are labourers, artizans, &c. In 1860 I commenced to 
keep a record of these cases, and I find that (excluding bond fide 
instances of poisoning) they number sixty-three. This is rather a 
large number, and shows that many persons believe that attempts 
are being made to get rid of them by poison. Each of the sixty- 
three persons to whom I refer was under the impression that some 
person or persons were endeavouring to poison, or philter, him or 
her, as the case might be ; but after careful inquiry and considera- 
tion, I came to the conclusion that each of these persons was the 
victim of a delusion. Of course, persons occasionally consult me 
who have reasonable ground for suspecting the attempted, or 
actual, administration f poison, but I do not include such cases as 
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those amongst he sixty-three above referred to. I propose to 
apply the term toxiphobia to a species of monomania which is by 
no means rare, and those labouring under which believe that per- 
sistent attempts are being made to poison them. Of the sixty- 
three toxlphobiacs, only two were obviously insane ; the others were 
only under one delusion--the apprehension of being poisoned. The 
following is u rough classification of the sixty-one cases (those of 
the complete lunatics being excluded): -  
:Eight men imagined that women were administering love-potions 
to them (no woman suffered under a similar delusion) ; twelve men 
felt certain that their wives were trying to get rid of them by 
poison ; nine women laboured under a similar delusion with respect 
to their husbands; three female servants thought that fellow- 
domestics were attempting their lives; two men-servants had a 
similar suspicion; one man and four women believed that members 
of their respective families were endeavouring to poison them; two 
persons stated that relatives who were possessed of property 
were poisoned by persons who sought to get possession of it; in 
eight cases the toxlphobiacs asserted that the persons with whom 
they lived, or lodged, were attempting to poison them, in order to 
acquire possession of their effects; a petty sessions clerk thought 
that the disappointed, candidates for the office which he held were 
endeavouring to poison him in revenge; a gentleman believed that 
an unsuccessful rival in a love affair had bribed the servants of the 
former to poison him ; the wife of a labourer in a gas-works insisted 
that a female of her husband's acquaintance sought to poison her, 
in order that she might get possession of the complainant's husband ; 
a person who was supposed to be an important witness for the 
plaintiff in a long-pending Chancery suit lived in continual appre- 
hension of being poisoned by emissaries of the defendant--he kept 
perpetually changing his lodgings, cooked his own ibod, would not 
use milk or other articles into which poison could be readily intro- 
duced, but, nevertheless, plied his business--that of a solicitor's 
clerk--intelligently and creditably, as I was informed. In the 
other cases I failed to learn the supposed motives of the imaginary 
poisoners; but still they were, undoubtedly, cases in which there 
were no real grounds for believing in the attempted administration 
of poison. 
In all these (slxty-one) cases the toxiphobiacs, so far as I could 
discover, were perfectly sane upon all points except he one. One 
was a person of title, several belonged to the professions (one being 
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a physician), and many were of the lowest rank in life. The wife 
of a barrister believed that her husband was anxious to get rid of 
her, in order to marry a younger woman. She asserted that he 
was in the habit of pressing her to drink wine (which always had a 
peculiar flavour), which she believed contained a slow poison, but 
in which I could not detect either a peculiar flavour or poisonous 
matter. For many years this lady had entertained this suspicion, 
but had never mentioned it, she said, to anyone except myself. I 
was acquainted with some of her friends, and it appears that no 
one- -not  even her husband--knew she was a monomaniac. 
Another woman, who suspected that her husband was slowly 
poisoning her, induced her relatives, by false representations (one 
of which was that she ha~l submitted food to me which I pro- 
nounced to have poison in it), to share her opinion, and a separ- 
ation was the result. Subsequent events proved that the husband 
had no such intention; but though the toxiphobiac's relatives 
recanted their opinion of his conduct, she did not, and refused to 
return to him. This lady was clever, agreeable, and, on every 
point save the one, apparently perfectly sane. 
The petty sessions clerk already referred to had some whimsical 
notions relative to the plans which his supposed attempted 
poisoners adopted, in order, to use his own words, to "get  the 
poison into" him. He brought me a nlght-cap and night-shlrt, 
which, he said, were charged, with some subtle poison, for when he 
put them on they made his " skin creep," and produced a pain 
resembling the "st ing of nettles." Coloured fabrics sometimes 
produce dermatitis, but the articles in question were made of plain 
white calico, l ie  said that his persecutors came at night, and 
blew into his room through the key-hole, through the window (if 
left open), and even dowa the chimney, a white powder, which, 
when inhaled, produced great irritation of the lungs, followed by 
"weakness." He informed me that he was a stranger in the town 
where he was acting as petty sessions clerk, and that there had 
been several local applicants, for the situation, some of whom, 
"out  of revenge," were trying to get rid of him by means of 
poison. I made inquiries respecting this man, and found that he 
discharged his duties satisfactorily, and that no one suspected him 
to be the victim of any delusion. 
A lad)" highly connected, moving in fashionable society, and 
apparently perfectly compos mentis, is perpetually bringing me 
articles of food and drink, for the purpose of ascertaining therein 
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the presence of poison. She suspects that her brother and sisters 
are anxious to get rid of her, in order to acquire her property, but 
she tells me that she has never accused them of this design. She 
is always quite satisfied when I tell her that I have found no 
poison in the wine, or butter, or sugar, &c., which she had given 
me; but I know that in a few weeks or months I stlall have 
another visit from her. No one save myself appears to be aware 
that this lady is a nmnomaniac. 
Sometimes toxiphobiacs are incredulous when informed that no 
poison is found in the articles analysed for them. Some years ago 
a young gentleman suspected that a lady, in order to further 
her matrimonial designs upon him, was in the habit of administer- 
ing some potent drug in his food. He always expressed surprise 
when informed that no drug or poison could be found in the 
suspected articles. On one occasion, however, I detected in tea a 
minute quantity of tobacco cut into the finest shreds; I informed 
him of the nature of the mixture, and (feigning anger) taxed him 
with having himself put the tobacco into the tea. He confessed 
that he had done so, in order to prove whether or not analysis could 
detect he presence of poisons in minute quantities. After this I 
saw him no more. 
Philters (@t?~flov, a love-charm, or potion) seem to have been 
used from an early period by the Greeks and Romans; and 
amongst the latter, during the period of the empire, their manufac- 
ture was carried out upon a large scale, and their sale conducted 
openly. It need hardly be said that their use resulted in madness, 
imbecility, and physical disease, instead of the effect they were 
warranted to produce. Caligula's madness was by some attributed 
to philters administered to him by his wife, C~esonia, for the purpose 
of retaining the tyrant's affections. Lucretius is also said to have 
been deprived of his reason by a love-potion. In the Middle Ages 
we find few references to philters, but in modern times deaths from 
their administration ccasionally occur. In the case of The Queen 
against Manifold for murder, tried at the Wicklow Summer 
Assizes, 1875, the prisoner was accused of having poisoned a glrl 
(his sweetheart) by administering to her phosphorous paste. He 
was acquitted, but the popular impression was that the phosphorus 
had been given to the girl as an aphrodisiac. Many of the persons 
who came to me with articles of food and drink for examination 
were under the impression that they contained rugs intended to 
excite the sexual appetite; but though I looked for cantharides 
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and all the other so-called aphrodisiacs, I never found any ; nor do 
I believe that in those cases there had been any attempt to 
administer them. 
ART. V.--Two Successful Cases of Ovariotomy. By LOMBE 
ATTHILL, M.D., F.K.Q.C.P. ; Master of the Rotunda Lying-in 
Hospital; Consulting Obstetric Surgeon to the Adelaide 
Hospital; President of the Dublin Obstetrical Society, &c. 
THE details of the two following cases, in which ovariotomy 
has been successfully performed, afford some points of interest. 
The patients came under my care almost simultaneously; they lay 
in the same ward, and while presenting features very markedly 
different, were throughout treated on the same principles, both as 
regards therapeutics and hygiene. 
Margaret M'D., unmarried, aged thirty, was admitted into the 
Adelaide Hospital on the 13th March, 1875. She stated that her 
health had always been good till about ten weeks previously, when, 
on recovering from a sharp feverish attack, the result of cold, she 
perceived that her clothes had become too tight for her, and 
since then she increased rapidly in size--so much so as to have 
become the object of unjust suspicion; indeed, she subsequently 
stated that it was in consequence of the annoyance she experienced 
from it being reported that she was pregnant hat she sought 
medical aid, coming for this purpose from a remote country dis- 
trict. Her general health was good ; she complained only of thirst 
and of a frequent desire to micturate; her appetite was fair, men- 
struation ormal, nutrition good. 
She measured, on admission, 39 inches round the abdomen, at 
the umbilicus; fluctuation was distinct all over the abdomen, 
which was dull on percussion anteriorly from tile pubes to about 
an inch above the umbilicus, but resonant in both flanks; the 
uterus was normal in size, shape, and position; the vagina was 
narrow, and the hymen perfect. She was low-splrited and despond- 
ing, and while absolutely refusing to consent to an operation, 
urged that something should be done for her. Therefore, with the 
view of gratifying this wish, I tapped her on the 6th April, 
and drew off 256 ozs. of a dark and somewhat gelatinous fluid. 
After the tapping the circumfluence of the abdomen was reduced 
to 29 inches. She subsequently suffered no inconvenience, aud 
after a short stay in hospital was discharged. She returned again 
